
Record-Keeping for Slacker Home-Schools 
 

Here’s the plan: select a small number of planned educational activities for the day, and work consistently to 

complete them, but don’t overlook the self-directed activities that add depth and richness to a learning life! 

 

This sort of diary tries to balance the need for planning, consistency, and record-keeping with the need to recognize 

that it is impossible to separate life from learning, and that much of what a child learns, he learns through everyday 

discussions with adults, self-directed passions, and the daily business of living. 

 

Over the days and weeks, we can see greater balance to the mix of planned activities, and growing trends in the 

self-directed activities. These summaries make it easy to assess real progress, without resorting to standardized 

anything. 

 

I have four children and use one sheet per day. A home with only one child will get over half a week on one sheet; 

a family with many children might need two sheets per day. Feel free to download and make copies as often as you 

need to, and to share with whomever might find this a useful tool! Please keep my copyright line intact, and don’t 

sell it off for thousands of dollars. That would be jerky, to quote my Spicy child. 

 

The sample shows what a day for my son looks like. The money math lesson is reinforced by having a quick lunch 

out with Mom (he gets to figure tax and tip!). He loves to be read to, making a read-aloud history segment a 

pleasant part of the day. Science and PE overlap with an outdoor walk. Science and Life Skills overlap as we talk 

about the chemistry and biology behind yeast doughs while prepping pizza dough for dinner. The art project is 

fairly self-directed, and usually involves the chalkboard for drawing, too. 

 

Beyond the planned, at the end of the day we can take 3 minutes and summarize the non-planned learning activities 

that come about quite naturally: he’s been passionate about dinosaurs for years, and likes to re-watch his favorite 

dinosaur episodes. He’s discovered a new love of personal reading, and will read without prompting. He’s got a 

knack for music, and the time spent working alone or with his Dad means a lot to him. (Two nights a week, music 

goes on the Planned Activities side, as he participates in a Scouting music group, and a local Scottish Pipes & 

Drums band.) 

 

He volunteers for bathroom cleaning (I love this kid!), and likes to direct an organizational effort now and then 

(and I appreciate the help.) Recognizing that his contributions in the household (including reading to his littlest 

sister) have real merit and worth just reinforces his sense of self-worth, which is more important than some 

amorphous sense of “self-esteem.” 

 

On our lunch date, we chatted about his dreams and plans for the future, and not just in a “what I’d like to do” 

sense… we talked about how much land he’d reasonably need, how he could sustain his small farm efforts, what 

products he could supply to local households, and how he might market them. He’s nearly 12… it’s not too soon to 

learn the concepts of good business that make the difference between a dream and reality. 

 

On to page two for the printable diary page! 

Planned Activities Self-Directed Activities 

  • Watched Discovery Ch Walking with 
Dinosaurs episode 3 

• Personal reading (Percy Jackson #4) 
• Drums & Bugle practice, music theory 

with Dad 
• Helped Spicy organize toys 
• Cleaned bathroom 
• Read books to Lefty 
• Discussed dream of owning hobby farm 

with Mom while out at lunch 

� Money Math: Figuring Tax and Tips 

� History: Read Aloud “The Hiding Place” 

� Science: Botany Walk  

� Life Skills: Yeast Dough—Pizza Crust 

� Art: Leaf rubbings & sketches from walk 
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Life is Learning… Learning is Life!    

Date ______________ 
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