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Found Jars 
Use “found” glass jars (cleaned and saved from your 
grocery purchases) to create herb and spice containers. 
Found jars have an element of mis-matched charm, but 
you can also use matching paint colors or other decora-
tive details to unify a set of different sizes. 
 

Prep Your Found Jars 
Wash and dry your found jars and lids very well. Soak 
and scrape as needed to remove all labels. Paint and 
seal the outside of the lids to cover any existing painted 
labels (or decoupage and seal). 
 

Add a Label 
• Print paper labels from your favorite word-

processing program. Use regular weight 
paper, rather than adhesive labels. Or, 

• Create decorative labels using papercraft-
ing supplies. Or, 

• Cut shapes of plain paper, and add a hand-
written label with a fine-tip permanent pen.  
You don’t have to have perfect handwrit-
ing! You can lightly pencil in your words 
before inking. 

 

Attach the Label 
Paint the label back lightly with white glue and attach 
to the glass. The glued-on label will hold well, but is 
easily removed with hot water so the jar can be re-used 
in your loved one’s home.   
 
If you have the inclination, get glass-etching supplies, 
make masking-tape templates for labels, and etch the 
outside of found jars for a very elegant permanent la-
bel. These are especially nice if the gift recipient has 
open shelving in their kitchen! 
 

Add Contents 
Decorated “Found” jars can be any size, and might hold 
just about anything!  
 
Utilize bulk bins for very low-cost, high-impact good-
ies, and consult on-line tutorials and the library for 
books on making homemade spice and herb blends and 
other homemade convenience mixes from basic ingre-
dients.  

• Herbal tea blends or packets 

• Gourmet hot cocoa mix 

• Dry rubs for grilling 

• Pizza herb blends 

• Cooking spice blends (curry, Chinese 5-
spice, etc) 

• Parmesan-herb blends for bread sticks, 
pasta, and pizza 

• Snack-size storage bags filled with mini-
cake ingredients 

• Cookie-in-a-jar ingredients (quart size) 

• Cake-in-a-jar ingredients (quart size) 

• Soup-in-a-jar ingredients (pint or quart 
size) 

• Sugar-and-spice glazed nuts 

• Bath salts or homemade body scrub 

 

Gourmet Hot Cocoa Mix  
Hit the bulk section at WinCo, or your own food stor-
age, for most of these ingredients. Use any flavored 
coffee creamer powder you like for a real taste treat! 
Or, add a dash of cinnamon for a Mexican chocolate 
flavor.  
 
Blend well, and store in 1-cup increments (4 servings) 
in your chosen jar. 
 
Give with mixing instructions on the label: blend about 
1/4 cup (3 heaping tablespoons) mix with 6-8 ounces of 
hot water, stir, and enjoy. 

 

Ingredient 

16 serving 

batch 

64 serving 

batch 

Powdered sugar 1 cup 4 cups 

Unsweetened cocoa powder ½ cup 2 cups 

Non-dairy creamer powder ½ cup 2 cups 

Instant dry milk powder 2 ¾ cup 11 cups 
(25.6 oz 

pkg) 

Salt (optional, but lovely!) ¼ teaspoon 1 teaspoon 
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Paper-Free Kitchen Gifts 
Hand-made gifts can make it a lot of fun to go “paper-
free” in the kitchen! It’s a current “green” trend that has 
roots in our non-disposable past, and many people find 
reusable kitchen linens a great addition to the kitchen. 
 

Embellished Towels 
Hand or machine sew colored or patterned ribbon, or a 
strip of fabric to one edge of purchased white “bar 
mop” kitchen towels. These can be found in most stores 
for around $5-6 per pack of 5. Be sure to stitch around 
all edges of the decorative band to keep them very tidy 
during use and in the wash. 
 

Basic Cloth Napkins for Everyday 
Cut or rip 14” squares of plain cotton or cotton-linen 
cloth. Press each edge to the wrong side 1/4”, and tuck 
the raw edge under, mitering the corners. Hem by ma-
chine or by hand. 
 
You can also make napkins in patterned cloth; no one 
minds the “wrong” side when they need to wipe their 
fingers! 
 

Marked Cloth Napkins 
Make napkins as for the Everyday style, but use plain 
cotton broadcloth. Use a pencil and a lightbox (or win-
dow on a sunny day!) to mark a family initial or sym-
bol in one corner. Trace the design with matching or 
contrasting embroidery floss using a running stitch, 
back stitch, or chain stitch. 
 
If you’re not confident with a needle, use a heat-setting 
laundry pen to ink a design in one corner. Believe it or 
not, ink-marking designs on personal items dates back 
to the 1800s! 
 

Table-Setting Placemats 
Help children learn proper place setting, or give a 
quirky gift to a special loved one. 
 
Cut two rectangles of fabric, 12” x 18”. Choose one to 
be the up-facing side of the placemat; the other will be 
the backing. 
 
Using contrasting fabric, cut a 9” circle for a plate, 3” 
circle for a cup, and 7” long “utensil” shapes for knife, 

fork, and spoon. 
Baste and machine appliqué the plate, utensil, and cup 
shapes in their proper positions on the right side of the 
up-facing fabric piece.  
 
Lay the backing right sides together with the appliqued 
piece. Stitch around the outer edge with a 1/4” seam 
allowance, leaving a section about 2” wide unsewn. 
 
Turn the mat right sides out and press well. Close the 
opening with a small whip stitch. Topstitch along all 
four edges of the placemat. For added ease in washing, 
topstitch around the plate.  
 
Make a set of identical placemats for the family, or cus-
tomize each member’s placemat with colors or fabric 
patterns. 
 

More Kitchen Helps 
On-line tutorials abound for great kitchen-related gifts 
including: 

• Pot holders 

• Hot mitts 

• Quilted trivets 

• Tile trivets 

• Aprons galore 

• Table runners 

• Table cloths 

• Dish-drying mats 
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Decorate Your Tree 
Hand-made ornaments are not only fun to make for 
your own tree or home, they make terrific gifts for 
loved ones. Put together sets of 3, 6, or 12 ornaments; 
use a bit of tissue to cushion each, and tuck them into a 
simple gift bag or box for presentation. 
 
One of the best things about hand-made ornaments is 
getting the whole family involved. It’s okay if not 
every centimeter is boutique-perfect!  
 
Hand-made ornaments can also be very inexpensive, 
particularly if you build your supplies collection 
slowly, over a few years. We’ve been making our own 
ornaments for about four years now, and buying just 
one or two new glitters each year, I now have lots of 
options, with no new expense.  
 

Gilded Walnut Ornaments 
Simply use metallic craft paint to coat un-shelled wal-
nuts entirely. Add a gloss clear coat on top if you want 
even more shine. 
 
Use hot-glue or strong craft glue to attach a 6” piece of 
ribbon or cord at the top. Tie the free ends of the ribbon 
or cord in a square knot, forming a hanging loop for the 
ornament. 
 
Metallic silver, gold, copper and bronze paint are all 
very pretty on the walnuts.  
 

Frosted Pinecones 
Use a paintbrush to brush white craft glue on the tips of 
pinecone “leaves.” Dust with your choice of fine glitter, 
and tap to remove the excess.  
 
Let the cones dry thoroughly. Use hot glue to add a rib-
bon or wire hanger to the tops.  
 
Silver and pale colors of glitter give a very snowy, 
ethereal look. Use deeper colors, bronzes, and coppers 
for a rich, subtle touch. 
 

Paper Shapes 
Use cookie cutters as a template, or craft punches, to 
punch sets of holiday shapes from patterned cardstock.  
 
Make double-sided shapes by gluing sets back to back; 

or, fold three identical shapes in half and glue them into 
a more dimensional ornament. Sandwich a ribbon loop 
in the middle of the shapes as you glue to create a 
hanger. 
 

Glitter Shapes 
Use a craft punch to punch three identical decorative 
shapes for each ornament, using plain or printed card-
stock. 
 
Fold each shape in half. Glue to form a 3-D “ball”, 
sandwiching a ribbon loop in the middle as a hanger.  
 
Let the 3-D shape dry completely.  
 
Brush lightly with white glue and sprinkle on the fine 
glitter of your choice.  
 
Tap to remove the excess, and allow the ornament to 
dry fully before hanging or packaging for gift-giving. 
 

Felt Ornaments 
Use cookie cutters as templates to cut sets of felt 
shapes.  
 
Add details with embroidery floss or layered felt.  
 
Stack the shapes wrong sides together for double-sided 
ornaments; sew around the outside edges, catching a 
folded piece of ribbon in the top seam for a hanging 
loop. 
 

Traditional Favorites 
• String popcorn  

• String fresh whole cranberries 

• Make paper chains from scrap paper 

• Soak string in white glue, and arrange in 
lacy “snowflake” shapes on foil. Glitter 
while the glue is wet. Allow it to dry, then 
add a ribbon loop or wire hanger. 
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Gifts for Gardeners 
Help a Seed-Saver 
Use papercrafting supplies to make seed-saving enve-
lopes (see the template on this page.) Personalize them 
with stamps or decorative paper, and give a set to your 
favorite gardener. 
 

Pass Along Heirlooms 
Make seed-saving envelopes for your own stored heir-
loom seeds, and gift a set of packets to a fellow gar-
dener to plant in the spring. 
 

Winter Salad Garden Kit 
Package seed envelopes with a shallow basin and pot-
ting soil to make an indoor salad garden for winter use. 
 

Anticipate Summer 
Make up mini-packets containing seeds for herbs and 
veggies to grow next summer, to create a pizza sauce 
garden, or a salsa garden. 
 

Make Your Mark 
Paint tongue depressors, craft sticks, or wooden pad-
dles in bright colors, leaving an unpainted strip for 
writing; package with a fine-tip marker for identifying 
seed starts. 
 

Plan Ahead 
Use scrap papers and adhesives to cover an inexpensive 
(dollar store!) composition notebook. Add a label with 
the recipient’s name, and give it as a garden planning 
notebook. 
 

Scrub-a-Dub 
Make hand-made scrub or moisturizing scrub, and par-
cel it out in a Found Jar with a glued-on label. To use 
either mixture, scoop a small amount into your palm, 
rub like lotion, then rinse in warm water. 
 
Cleansing Sugar Scrub: mix 1½ cups white sugar 
blended with ½ cup (or a bit more) of your favorite liq-
uid dish soap (to get a thick honey consistency.) 
 
Moisturizing Sugar Scrub: mix 1½ cups white sugar 
with ½ cup olive oil. Add drops of essential oils to 
make it smell great.  

Find many more printable seed packet templates 
online! The majority are free, and you’ll find both plain 
and already-embellished packets, plus different sizes. 
Here are some sites to get you going: 
 

http://tipnut.com/seed-packets/ 
 

http://www.theseedsite.co.uk/envelope.html 
 

http://www.blossomswap.com/wiki/alice-seed-envelopes 

“Plain” face: fold up to 

cover side tabs; glue or 

tape in place 

 

Decorate the front and 

back as desired. Be sure 

to note the seed type and 

any special instructions 

for planting. Fill with 

seeds and glue the packet 

flap shut. 

Packet flap; 

re-shape if  

desired. 
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Seed Packet 

Template 
 

Cut of  plain or decorative 

paper (scrapbook or 

cardstock weight).  

 

Fold the shaded tabs in 

and the plain face up; 

secure with glue or 

adhesive tabs. 
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Gifts for Foodies 
 Storage Stir-Up 

Write or print out your favorite food-storage-friendly 
recipes and bundle them with a nice new spatula or stir-
ring spoon from the dollar store. 
 
There are some great printable recipe card templates 
on-line; for a few of my favorite, visit www.notmolly.
wordpress.com and search for “It’s a Gift”, where you 
will find links to several. 
 

Family Favorites 
Write or print out your family’s best heritage recipes; 
include a quick note about the history of the recipe, and 
any special additional instructions that make the recipe 
uniquely yours.  
 

Home-Preserved Treat 
If you made applesauce, pie filling, or any other home-
canned treats this fall, package a pint (or quart) or two 
as a gift! Add your favorite pie-crust recipe, or other 
recipes to help the recipient get the most use from your 
gift. 
 
Be sure to label the jar, with either a label glued to the 
top of the lid, or glued to the jar sides as for the Found 
Jars. 
 

Have a Ball 
Make batches of the recipient’s favorite cookie dough. 
Form into balls, and freeze for 30 minutes on a baking 
sheet, then bag and label. Include baking instructions 
on the label, or on a recipe card slipped into a sand-
wich-sized zip-loc baggie. (Most cookies will bake 
from frozen very well, adding 1-2 minutes to the total 
cooking time.) 
 

Dip Into Giving 
Make a batch of Spinach-Artichoke dip or other bake-
able dip; spoon it into mini-loaf foil pans, or even foil-
only cupcake liners (for single serving sizes) and 
freeze, then wrap well and present with baking or heat-
ing instructions on the label. 
 

Edible Celebration 
Bake your best cookies or cheese straws and bundle 
them for a welcome gift of with great taste! Use regular 

quart-sized zip-loc bags, and add a stapled-on cardstock 
label folded over the top. (7” x 5” is a great size; be 
sure the staple goes very near the fold of the cardstock, 
so it is secure and above the zip-line!) 
 

Mix Madness 
Make custom dry mixes for salad dressings, dip mixes, 
glazes, cakes, or cookies; package in quart, snack or 
sandwich-sized zip-locs with a stapled-on cardstock 
label folded over the top. (Be sure the staple goes very 
near the fold of the cardstock, so it is secure and above 
the zip-line!) 
 
You’ll find mix ideas on-line or at the library, in books 
devoted to gifts from the kitchen and “Make a Mix” 
cookery books. Here’s one of my favorites that requires 
no dairy or eggs, making it perfect for mailing to col-
lege students, missionaries, or anyone who may face 
dire days without good chocolate: 
 

Emergency Chocolate Cake 
Makes 12 cupcakes, or 1 8x8 cake 
 
Blend dry ingredients: 

• 1½ cups flour 
• 1 cup sugar 
• ¼ cup cocoa powder 
• 1 teaspoon baking soda 
• ½ teaspoon salt 

 
Whisk to combine, then quickly stir in: 

• ½ cup vegetable oil 
• 1 tablespoon cider vinegar 
• 1 teaspoon vanilla 
• 1 cup warm water 

 
Grease and flour an 8x8” pan, or fill 12 cupcake liners. 
Bake at 350° for about 20 minutes. 
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Décor Plates 
Create one or more decorative plates to rotate into your 
home’s décor through the year. You might choose to 
celebrate religious holidays, the turning seasons, spe-
cial family dates, or anything else that is important to 
your family. 
 

• Unfinished wooden charger plates (usually 
$6 or so at craft stores, so use a coupon or 
hit a 50% sale!) 

• 1 piece scrapbook paper for each plate. 
(this can be a great stash-busting project!) 

• Decoupage medium, such as Mod Podge 
($6 for a large bottle), or spray-mount.   

• Small bottles of craft paint (99c to $1.39 
usually; one small bottle will cover three 
plates.) 

• Foam paintbrushes 

 

The Process 
Measure the center circle of your wooden plate.  
 
Trace a circle that diameter onto the back of your deco-
rative paper, and cut it out carefully.  
 
Repeat with each of your decorative papers. 
 
Paint the plate, front and back, with the color of your 
choosing. You may need two coats for the best cover-
age. You don’t necessarily have to paint the inner circle 
of the plate, as that will be covered by your decorative 
circle. 
 
Let the paint dry.  
 
Spread decoupage medium on the center of the plate, 
and mount your paper circle. Brush lightly with more 
decoupage medium to attach the paper completely. Let 
it dry.  
 
If you prefer spray mount, follow the canister direc-
tions, and be sure to use it in a well-ventilated area. 
 
Make themed sets of three, or just a special one or 
two… it’s all up to you! 

 


