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Pianist plays Silent Night very softly while choir members and speakers assemble 

Narrator 1:
With hushed footsteps, we approach the changing of an age; we open our sacred 

scriptures, and read of days long past, when all the world longed for a Savior.

For generations, the children of Israel have waited on the Messiah.  Through the captivity 

in Egypt, when God raised Moses to liberate his people; through the wanderings in the 

desert, when God showed to them the Law.  Through proud and rebellious generations, 

through strife and oppression; through these many days has Israel awaited her Messiah.

Reading One: Psalm 80:1-7 
Give ear, O shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock: thou that dwellest 

between the cherubims, shine forth.  Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, stir up 

thy strength, and come and save us.  Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; 

and we shall be saved.

O Lord God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people?  Thou 

feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great measure.  

Thou makest us a strife unto our neighbors; and our enemies laugh among themselves.  

Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved.

Narrator 2:
And also in the Promised Land of Lehi, have God’s people waited.  Through peace and 

wars, they have been called back to the righteous traditions of their fathers.  Generations 

of prophets have called them to repentance.  Upon a wall, Samuel the Lamanite 

prophesied of the coming Christ and a new star to herald his birth.  The faithful 

remembered the prophecies and promises given them by the prophets of old, but the 

wicked mocked them, and threatened them, and caused them to lament.

Reading Two: 3 Nephi 1:5-8

But there were some who began to say that the time was past for the words to be fulfilled, 

which were spoken by Samuel, the Lamanite.  And they began to rejoice over their 

brethren, saying: Behold the time is past, and the words of Samuel are not fulfilled; 

therefore, your joy and your faith concerning this thing hath been vain.

And it came to pass that they did make a great uproar through the land; and the people 

who believed began to be very sorrowful, lest by any means those things which had been 

spoken might not come to pass.  But behold, they did watch steadfastly for that day and 

that night and that day which should be as one day as if there were no night; that they 

might know that their faith had not been vain.

Now it came to pass that there was a day set apart by the unbelievers, that all those who 
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believed in those traditions should be put to death except the sign should come to pass, 

which had been given by Samuel the prophet.  

Soprano-Alto Chorus: a cappella: Cast Thy Burden upon the Lord (LDS hymns 110)

Narrator 1:
Under threat of death at the hands of the Lamanites, and under the cruel yoke of the 

Romans, still Israel, longing, awaits her Messiah, the Promised One, the Savior.  For the 

prophet had said, “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they 

shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us”.  

Choir: O Come O Come Emmanuel (arrangement)

Narrator 2:

Reading Three: Luke 1: 26-38 & 38
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 

Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; 

and the virgin’s name was Mary.

And the angel came in unto her, and said, “Hail, thou that art highly favored, the Lord is 

with thee: blessed art thou among women.

And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner 

of salutation this should be.  And the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou has 

found favor with God.  And behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 

son, and shalt call his name Jesus.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the 

Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David.  And he 

shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”

And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the 

power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be 

born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”

And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the lord; be it unto me according to thy word.”  

And the angel departed from her.

Narrator 1:
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, 

that all the world should be taxed.  And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 

city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of 

David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.

Narrator 2:
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be 
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delivered.  And she brought forth her first-born son, and wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night.  And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 

wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising god, and 

saying “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”

Men’s a capella: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow (LDS hymns 242)

Choir: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (LDS hymns 72)

Narrator 1:
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said one to another, “Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 

come to pass, which the Lord hath made known to us.”  And they came with haste, and 

found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

Congregation & Choir: Away in a Manger (LDS hymns 206)

Narrator 2:
But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.

Solo: Sleep, Little Jesus (LDS children’s hymnal 47)

Narrator 1:
In the land of the Nephites, it came to pass that a new star did appear, according to the 

word.

 And when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born King of 

the Jews?  For we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”

And lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over 

where the young child was.  When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 

joy.  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with marry his 

mother, and fell down, and worshiped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they 

presented unto him gifts: gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
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Choir & Congregation: With Wondering Awe (LDS hymns 210)

Narrator 1:
Those angel voices that rang in praise at the changing of the Ages still sing today!  They 

beckon us to come unto Christ, and rejoice in our Savior's birth, two thousand years ago.  

As dawn breaks on Christmas morning, we gather our family around us, and cast off the 

gloom of the long night.  We, the children of Israel, still stand, smiling at the feet of the 

Messiah.  We give thanks, we sing, we praise and adore, as we turn our hearts to 

Bethlehem.

Choir: O Come, All Ye Faithful (LDS hymns 202)

Closing hymn: Choir & Congregation: Joy to the World (LDS hymns 201)

Performance Order and notes:

Narrator 1

Reading 1

Narrator 2

Reading 2

Acapella: cue notes for Soprano/Alto: Cast Thy Burden Upon the Lord
Narrator 1

Choir: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Narrator 2, Reading 3

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Piano tolls chords 4 times, then Men: Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow

Short Intro: Choir: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (Up tempo!)
Narrator 1

Standard Intro: Choir & Congregation: Away in a Manger
Narrator 2

Solo: Sleep, Little Jesus
Narrator 1

Standard Intro: Choir & Congregation: With Wondering Awe
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Narrator 1

Standard Intro: Choir: O Come, All Ye Faithful

Standard Intro: Choir & Congregation: Joy to the World
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